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Using This Booklet

This booklet contains a form of prayer for use either in the morning or the evening
of each day and, on the back cover, a very simple form of prayer for night - before
going to sleep.

We have used the traditional format of the daily prayer of the Church by  using
Psalms and the traditional morning, evening and night prayers from the Gospels.
We have added, however, a reading for every day, except Sunday - when we hear
readings and sermons in church - and a short thought for the day.

The aim of the booklet is to give you a structure within which to pray.  Most of us
find prayer difficult and don’t know where to start reading the Bible, this booklet
allows you to do both in the knowledge that others in church are reading and pray-
ing for the samethings.

Simply follow the order of prayer and find the readings for each day of the week on
the page quoted!

Many people find it helpful to set aside a certain time of day to pray - some prefer
the morning - to set them up for the day, others perfer the evening - to give them
time to reflect on the day.  It is always good to pray before going to sleep to entrust
ourselves to God’s graceful care as we rest.   You may find it helpful to light a candle
when you pray or put on some quiet music in the background - don’t answer the
phone or your emails when you intend to pray - this is quality time with God!

Finally let us know what works in this booklet for you so we can improve them.  We
aim to produce a booklet a week with forms of prayer and readings which follow
the Church’s year.

Andy Braunston
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Preparing To Meet God

O Lord, open our lips;
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Opening Scriptural Song

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: the Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his name.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Psalm 100

Glory be to the Maker,  to the Son and to the  Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now and shall be forever, Amen.

Opening Prayer

(morning)

Blessèd are you, Sovereign God,
King of the nations,
to you be praise and glory for ever!
From the rising of the sun to its setting
your name is proclaimed in all the world.
As the Sun of Righteousness
dawns in our hearts,
anoint our lips with the seal of your Spirit
that we may witness to your gospel
and sing your praise in all the world,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Blessèd be God for ever!

(evening)

Blessèd are you, Sovereign God of all,
to you be glory and praise for ever!
From the rising of the sun to its setting
your glory is proclaimed in all the world.
You gave the Christ
as a light to the nations,
and through the anointing of his Spirit
you established us as a royal priesthood.
As you call us into his marvellous light,
may our lives bear witness to your truth
and our lips never cease
to proclaim your praise,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Blessèd be God for ever!
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We Meet God in The Bible

The Psalms, Reading and Thought for the Day

Monday page    6
Tuesday page    7
Wednesday page     9
Thursday page  10
Friday page  12
Saturday page  13
Sunday page  14

A Scriptural Song

The Benedictus (Morning)

Blessèd are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people
and set them free.
You have raised up for us
a mighty Saviour,
born of the house of your servant, David.
Through your holy prophets,
you promised of old
to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us,
To show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
This was the oath you swore
to our father, Abraham,
to set us free
from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship you without fear,
holy and righteous before you,
all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called
 the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord
 to prepare the way,
To give God’s people
knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high

The Magnificat (Evening)

My soul proclaims
 the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
For you, Lord, have looked with favour
on your lowly servant.
From this day
all generations will call me blessèd:
You, the Almighty,
have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
You have mercy on those who fear
you,
from generation to generation.
You have shown strength
with your arm
and scattered the proud in their con-
ceit,
Casting down the mighty
from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry
with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the aid of your
servant, Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
The promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children for ever .
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shall break upon us,  To shine on those
who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet  into the way of peace.

We Bring Our Prayers To God

Almighty God
your Son has opened for us,
a new and living way into your presence;
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

This week please pray for

The staff of the Immigration Aid Unit as they help so many people with little
hope of justice.

The Rev Jane Clarke and the new MCC group in Glasgow

The Rev Dwayne Morgan and MCC Bournemouth as they host our
Moderator the Rev Elder Nancy Wilson - that next Sunday’s service will be a
good form of outreach for them.

The Rev Thomas Friedhoff and MCC Hamburg.

Our church as we continue to grow and mature.

The Lord’s Prayer
 We End Our Time of Prayer

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life. Amen.
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Monday 28 th April
Psalm 111

Alleluia! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the deeds of the Lord!
they are studied by all who delight in them.
His w ork is full of majesty and splendour ,
and his righteousness endures for ever.
He makes his marvellous works to be remembered;
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.
 He gives food to those who fear him;
he is ever mindful of his covenant.
He has shown his people the power of his works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice;
all his commandments are sure.
They stand fast for ever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
He sent redemption to his people;
   he commanded his covenant for ever;
holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
those who act accordingly have a good understanding;
 his praise endures for ever.

Holy Father, you have revealed in your only begotten Son
the power of the new and everlasting covenant:
on this day, which we have made your own,
feed your people with the bread of heaven
as they recount your marvellous deeds;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading: St John 16: 16-20

 ”In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see
me.”  Some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a
little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and
‘Because I am going to the Father’?” They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little
while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.”  Jesus saw that they wanted to ask
him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one another what I meant when I
said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see
me’? I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will
grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.
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Thought for the Day

One of the most difficult things in our lives is saying good bye when we know we
won’t see a person again.  Last weekend I visited someone who was dying in hospital
and, when we said goodbye, we both knew we wouldn’t see each other again.
Although I didn’t know this person very well, it was hard.  In our passage today Jesus
is starting to psychologically prepare the disciples for when he would leave them.
John places this discourse before Jesus’ death but they are most often read in these last
weeks of Eastertide when we focus on the Ascension of Jesus – which we marked on
Sunday but the actual day falls on Thursday.  The disciples had been through the
horror of the betrayal and death of Jesus, had started their mourning and then were
surprised by the joy of the resurrection . Jesus was back with them, everything would
be alright.  But Jesus wasn’t going to stay.  If he had stayed the disciples would have
become overly dependant upon him, they wouldn’t have grown or understood what
they could do themselves.  Jesus had to go.  When we were young we had to leave
home, we have had to leave bad relationships, we have had to take our leave of those
we love who were dying, one day we will take our leave of those we love as we
ourselves die.  Saying good bye is never easy, but we know that in every situation we
start something new: an independent life, a new home, a healthier relationship – or
staying single for a time to concentrate on healing, letting our loved ones go into
God’s hands and preparing ourselves to be held by God.  Each ending, each farewell
is a start of something new.  This is a lesson that the disciples had to learn and one we
have to as well.

Tuesday 29th April
Psalm 40

I waited patiently upon the Lord;
he stooped to me and heard my cry.
He lifted me out of the desolate pit,
   out of the mire and clay;
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure.
He put a new song in my mouth,
   a song of praise to our God;
many shall see and stand in awe
   and put their trust in the Lord.
Happy are they who trust in the Lord!
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods.
Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God!
   how great your wonders and your plans for us!
there is none who can be compared with you.
O that I could make them known and tell them!
but they are more than I can count.
In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure
you have given me ears to hear you;
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Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required,
and so I said, ‘Behold, I come.
‘In the roll of the book it is written concerning me:
“I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart.”’
I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation;
behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O Lord, y ou know.
Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;
   I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness
   from the great congregation.
You are the Lord; do not withhold y our compassion from me;
let your lov e and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever,
For innumerable troubles have crowded upon me;
   my sins have overtaken me and I cannot see;
they are more in number than the hairs of my head, and my heart fails me.
Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me;
O Lord, make haste to help me.
Let them be ashamed and altogether dismayed
   who seek after my life to destroy it;
let them draw back and be disgraced
   who take pleasure in my misfortune.
Let those who say ‘Aha!’ and gloat over me be confounded,
because they are ashamed.
Let all who seek you rejoice in you and be glad;
let those who love your salvation continually say , ‘Great is the Lord!’
Though I am poor and afflicted,
the Lord will have regard for me.
You are my helper and my deliv erer; do not tarry, O my God.

Free us from our sins, O God,
and may we never be ashamed
to confess you to all the nations,
through your Son, our Redeemer,
Jesus Christ, the Lord of all. Amen.

Reading: St John 15:26-16:4

“When the Counsellor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. And you also must testify,
for you have been with me from the beginning.  “All this I have told you so that you
will not go astray. They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming
when those who kill you will think they are offering a service to God. They will do
such things because they have not known the Father or me. I have told you this, so that
when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at
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first because I was with you.

Thought for the Day

These words of Jesus come before the passage we read yesterday which set the scene
for the week.  Jesus promises that a “counsellor” ,  some translations have “advocate”
will come.  He describes this counsellor as the “Spirit of truth” who goes out from the
Father who will testify about Jesus.  We recognise this counsellor as the Holy Spirit
who inspires and strengthens us to be better Christians, to be witnesses to the Lord
Jesus in our world.  Jesus will go away, but in his place he will send the Holy Spirit to
help us continue his work on earth.  Augustine, an early Church bishop and theolo-
gian, described the Holy Trinity as Love, Beloved and Love.  He felt that the Holy
Spirit was the dynamic love that flowed between Jesus and God the Father.  This love
is sent to us, to fill us, inspire us and empower us for God’s mission in the world.  We
are,  therefore, bathed in this love – all we need to do to experience it is to ask to be
immersed in this love and learn to perceive the action of this Spirit of Love in our lives.

Wednesday 30th April

Psalm 20

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble,
the name of the God of Jacob defend you;
 Send you help from his holy place
and strengthen you out of Zion;
Remember all your offerings
and accept your burnt sacrifice;
Grant you your heart’s desire and prosper all your plans.
We will shout for joy at y our victory
   and triumph in the name of our God;
may the Lord grant all your requests.
Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed;
he will answer him out of his holy heaven,
   with the victorious strength of his right hand.
Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we will call upon the name of the Lord our God.
They collapse and fall down,
but we will arise and stand upright.
O Lord, give victory to the king and answer us when we call.

 O God, whose Son was born in our flesh
   to be our Redeemer:
hear and defend us, who call upon his holy Name,
and grant us to share in his victory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Reading: St John 16: 5-11

“Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’
Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is
for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to
you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of
guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because
people do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the
Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince
of this world now stands condemned.

Thought for the Day

Jesus says more about the Holy Spirit in today’s reading.  First the Spirit will not come
unless he goes.  We don’t know why this is the case, but it is clearly part of God’s plan
that the Holy Spirit inspires and leads the Church – that human and divine
institution – to do God’s work on earth after Jesus ascends to Heaven.  Second, the
Holy Spirit will help us realise what is right and wrong – and will help the world
realise.  There is an innate sense of morality in humans which can be changed and
corrupted over time, but there is, in our conscience, a basic idea of how to behave.  And
then Jesus mentions that the “Prince of this World now stands in judgement”.  He
means the Devil.  Sometimes we get despondent when we see the injustice of this
world, the things that seem to collude against’ God’s people, and the suffering that
humans cause.  When things go wrong we have to remind ourselves that God is on
the throne, and the powers of evil only have power for a time as God’s reign is
absolute and coming.  It can be hard to remind ourselves of this when things are
difficult, but in that realisation comes our freedom and our hope.

Thursday 1 st May Ascension Day

Psalm 57

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful,
   for I have taken refuge in you;
in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge
   until this time of trouble has gone by.
I will call upon the Most High God,
the God who maintains my cause.
He will send from heaven and save me;
   he will confound those who trample upon me;
God will send forth his love and his faithfulness.
I lie in the midst of lions that devour the people;
their teeth are spears and arrows,
   their tongue a sharp sword.
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They have laid a net for my feet and I am bowed low;
they have dug a pit before me
   but have fallen into it themselves.
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God,
and your glory over all the earth.
My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed;
I will sing and make melody .
Wake up, my spirit; aw ake, lute and harp;
I myself will waken the dawn.
I will confess you among the peoples, O Lord;
I will sing praise to you among the nations.
For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens,
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God,
and your glory over all the earth.

Tender God,
gentle protector in time of trouble:
pierce the gloom of despair
and give us, with all your people,
the song of freedom and the shout of praise,
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading:  St Matthew 28: 16 - 20

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them
to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came
to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Thought for the Day

Matthew’s gospel ends with this “Great Commission” the implication is that Jesus
says this before he ascends to Heaven.  The gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts record
the ascension simply saying “Jesus ascended”.  It matters not how this happened –
some medieval chapels of the Ascension had clouds painted on the ceiling and Jesus’
feet in plaster sticking out of a cloud showing him rising!  What matters is the task he
gave to his disciples then and now to make disciples of all nations and to baptise
them.  This means to go and teach people what it is to be Christian – and to go to all
nations – or groups, tribes or peoples – and, having taught them baptise them.  We
don’t choose what type of people are to be offered the Gospel – Jesus says that all
people are to be included.  We teach them and we baptise them incorporating them
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into the Church.  We also realise that the task of becoming a disciple leads into the
task of remaining a disciple.  It’s not just a once and for all decision, it’s about
maintaining one’s discipleship throughout our lives through regular worship, prayer,
and works of service to others. Jesus has ascended and has completed his work on
earth – now we have to continue that work in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Friday 2nd May
Psalm 39

I said, ‘I will keep watch upon my ways, so that I do not offend with my tongue.
‘I will put a muzzle on my mouth while the wicked are in my presence.’
So I held my tongue and said nothing;
I refrained from rash words;  but my pain became unbearable.
My heart was hot within me; while I pondered, the fire burst into flame;
I spoke out with my tongue:
Lord, let me know my end and the number of my days,
so that I may know how short my life is.
You have given me a mere handful of days,
   and my lifetime is as nothing in your sight;
truly , even those who stand erect are but a puff of wind.
We walk about like a shadow and in v ain we are in turmoil;
we heap up riches and cannot tell who will gather them.
And now , what is my hope?
O Lord, my hope is in you.
Deliver me from all my transgressions and do not make me the taunt of the fool.
I fell silent and did not open my mouth, for surely it was you that did it.
 Take your affliction from me; I am w orn down by the blows of y our hand.
With rebukes for sin you punish us;
   like a moth you eat away all that is dear to us;
truly , everyone is but a puff of wind.
 Hear my pray er, O Lord, and giv e ear to my cry;
hold not your peace at my tears.
For I am but a sojourner with y ou, a wayfarer, as all my forebears were.
Turn y our gaze from me, that I may be glad again,
before I go my way and am no more.

O Christ, Son of the living God, grant that we may ever seek you
and feed on you all our days, for you are in all and with all and through all,
Jesus, Lord and God. Amen.

Reading: Acts 1:  6 - 11

So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore
the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
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Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said this, he was taken up before their
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the
sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.
“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you
have seen him go into heaven.”

Thought for the Day

In Acts Luke gives some more detail about Jesus’ ascension and two angels come and
give a message to the disciples saying that Jesus will return in much the same way as
he left.  Most Christians get rather uncomfortable thinking about the return of Jesus at
the end of time.  This is because the Christians that do concentrate on this are often
rather enthusiastic, intolerant and a little weird!  Throughout the history of the Church
it seems there have always been those who concentrate too much on this aspect of our
faith.  Yet, the rest of us may not pay enough attention to it.  Every week in church we
say “Christ has died!  Christ is Risen!  Christ will come again!”.  We look “for the
world which is to come” and yearn for a world which is fair, where justice prevails
and where all tears will be wiped away.  Part of our hope as Christians is for this
world made new where everything shall be fair and just.  This is part of what we hope
for when we hope for the return of Christ.  In the meantime we work for the coming of
that Kingdom by seeking to change our world and make it more like the world which
is to come.

Saturday 2nd May

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathw ays for his name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
   I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me;
   your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You spread a table before me
   in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil,  and my cup is running ov er.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me  all the days of my life,
and I will dw ell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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For your Name’s sake, O God,
lead us in the paths of righteousness
and let your mercy follow us
that we may dwell with you for ever. Amen.

Reading:   St John 16: 23-28

In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give
you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my
name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. “Though I have been
speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of
language but will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my
name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, the Father himself
loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came
from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to
the Father.”

Thought for the Day

Jesus is encouraging the disciples to mature and realize their own authority and
worth as his followers.  They will not be showered with blessings simply because
Jesus asks the Father to do things, but because they ask themselves in Jesus’ name.  It’s
about growing in confidence and realizing what they can do.  Similarly we need to
grow in our faith and in our confidence – we can pray, we can ask God for things,
better we can learn to attune ourselves to God’s will in prayer.  We don’t need some-
one to do it for us, we don’t need to wait for someone trained to say the right words, we
can pray to God and not have to worry about saying the right thing or doing it in the
right way because we too are followers of Jesus Christ and can pray in His name.

Sunday 3rd May

Psalm 66

Be joyful in God, all you lands; sing the glory of his name;
   sing the glory of his praise.
Say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds!
because of your great strength  your enemies cringe before you.
‘All the earth bows down before y ou,
sings to you, sings out your name.’
Come now and see the works of God,
how wonderful he is in his doing towards all people.
He turned the sea into dry land,  so that they went through the water on foot,
and there we rejoiced in him.
In his might he rules for ever;
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Resources from Celebrating Common Prayer
Week 6

© The European Province of the Society of Saint Francis 1992

   his eyes keep watch over the nations;
let no rebel rise up against him.
Bless our God, you peoples;  make the voice of his praise to be heard;
Who holds our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have proved us; you have tried us just as silver is tried.
You brought us into the snare; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let enemies ride over our heads;    we went through fire and w ater;
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows,
which I promised with my lips
   and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen and goats.
Come and listen, all you who fear God,
and I will tell you what he has done for me.
I called out to him with my mouth,
and his praise was on my tongue.
If I had found evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me;
But in truth God has heard me;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
Blessèd be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld his love from me.

How generous is your goodness, O God,
how great is your salvation,
how faithful is your love!
Help us to trust in you in trial,
to praise you in deliverance
and to rejoice before you with overflowing hearts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Night Prayer

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night
and a perfect end. Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord
Who made heaven and earth.

Confession

Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven
that I have sinned
in thought, word and deed,
and in what I have failed to do.
Forgive me my sins,
heal me by your Spirit
and raise me to new life in Jesus. Amen.

Prayer

Into your hands, O Lord,
I commend my spirit.
For you have redeemed me,
Lord God of truth.
Into your hands, O Lord,
I commend my spirit.
Glory to the Maker, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
Into your hands, O Lord,
I commend my spirit.

Keep me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow
of your wings.

The Night Prayer of the Church

Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ,
and asleep may rest in peace.

Now, Lord,
you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared
 in the sight of every people;
A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.

          Luke 2. 29-32

Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ,
and asleep may rest in peace.

Prayer

Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray;
and in your mercy defend us
from all perils & dangers of this night;
for the love of your only Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Blessing

In peace, we will lie down and sleep;
For you alone, Lord,
make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
For the night is at hand
 and the day is now past.
As the night-watch looks
for the morning,
So do we look for you, O Jesus.
May the risen Lord Jesus
watch over us and renew us
as he renews the whole of creation.
May our hearts and lives echo his love.
Amen.


